Listing of Claims ; 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in bold and underline, and material 
to be deleted is in strikeout or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters or would be 
difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]]. 

1-4 (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Presented) A method of securing an animal to a fixed object with a 
securing device, wherein a lead Une is coupled to the animal, and wherein the securing device 
includes a firame and a retaining member coupled to the frame and is mounted to the object, the 
method comprising: 

inserting a segment of the lead line through the fi-ame; 

extending the segment of the lead line around the retaining member; 

pulling the lead line to bring the lead line into contact with the retaining member to 
thereby frictionally interlace the lead line with the fi*ame and the retaining member such that a 
panicked animal can pull a length of lead line through the securing device, wherein the securing 
device includes a mounting structure coupled to the firame; and 

movmting the securing device to the object via the mounting structure before inserting the 
segment of the lead line through the fi-ame, 

wherein mounting the securing device to the object via the moxmting structure includes 
fastening the securing device to the object with an eyebolt coupled to the mounting structure. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23 [[10]], wherein the retaining 
member is pivotally coupled to the frame , and wh e r e in pulling tho lead line to friotionally e ngage 
the l e ad lin e with th e frame pulls an end of the retaining m e mber not pivotally coupled to tho 
fram e into contact with th e frame . 

12-14 (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23 [[6]], wherein the opening tapers 
from a central region of the opening towards a location on the frame at which the retaining 
member is adjacent to the frame, whereby pulling on the lead line increasingly binds the lead line 
as the lead line shifts sideways along the retaining member toward the p e riph e ry peripheral 
region of the opening. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A method of securinn an animal to a fixed object with a 
securing device, wherein a lead line is coupled to the animaK and wherein the securing 
device is mounted to the object and the securing device includes a frame having an opening 
and a retaining member coupled to the frame. Th e m e thod of olaim 18, wherein the retaining 
member includes a surface configured to engage the lead line, the surface extending at an angle 
relative to the opening such that a portion of the surface disposed proximate an interior region of 
the opening is further fi-om the opening than a portion of the surface disposed proximate a 
peripheral region of the openin g, the method comprising: 

forming a bight in the lead line; 

inserting the bight through the opening; 

extending the bight around the retaining member; and 

pulling the lead line to bring the lead line into frictional engagement with the frame 

and the retaining member to impart a frictional holding force on the lead line, and thereby 
laterally moving the lead line along the retaining member toward a peripheral region of the 
opening . 
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